Message from ICG Co-Chairs Before Our AGM
 

Dear ICG member
 
September is here and with it, this year’s ICG AGM.  We’d love you to join us on Zoom at 9-10am (register here).
 
We are delighted to be welcoming Jane Frost, CEO of the MRS, at this meeting. Jane will be talking about some key trends and predictions for the market research sector, and will be available to answer your questions about this.

Jane will be speaking at 9am, after which the agenda for the AGM will be:
1. To accept the Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for the financial year 2022/3
2. To approve the appointment of PHSK as auditors
3. To approve the appointment of the ICG committee.
This year has been a bumper year of activity for the ICG – we’ve got in the swing of both face to face and on-line events. 
 
On-line
· Our webinars go from strength to strength – thank you Sally Alsop for organising and hosting these
· The new and very popular Knowledge Shares are a chance for members to share their own area of expertise with other members. Thank you Lynne Chapman for organising and hosting these  
· We also run Lunch & Learn sessions – learn about new businesses and initiatives that can strengthen your offer. Thanks to Barbara Du Perron and Mike Brown for helping with these
· And our Coffee & Connects, our rolling Buddy Scheme and our Speed Networking sessions are all designed to help you find your next collaboration partner through the ICG!
 
In-person

We were so pleased to be live at the MRS Awards Dinner last December and we’ll be back again this year to co-host the ICG Award for Independent Consultants. Thank you Matt Kirby for running the award.  We’ve also met up in person for a Hive Mind event and for our Christmas and Summer parties – hurrah – we are having fun again!  We’re networking too and have waved the ICG flag at Quirks (and plan to be there again next year), the MRS Insight Alchemy, the MRS Equality Summit and events hosted by The Research Club and the AMSR.
 
New Initiatives

Annabelle Philips has joined the committee to help us with Diversity & Inclusion and we’re pleased to have developed our own Independents’ Pledge alongside that of the MRS. Barbara du Perron has joined the committee to help us with advertising and sponsorship – massive thanks to her. Riaz Marzban has kick-started our ‘business development’ initiative too with our first newsletter about Cyber Security in June. These quarterly newsletters are designed to help us run effectively as micro businesses.
 
Branding

Thank you for everyone who responded to the name change survey – as a result we are working towards a new name (more likely to be a tweak than a radical change) and a brand refresh too.  We couldn’t have got this far without the brilliant help of Lynne Guthrie who has been amazing at driving this forward.
 
Membership

We’ve moved over to auto-renewal of membership subs which hopefully will make everyone’s lives easier next spring.  This was not easy technically – thank you so much to Phil Gray for his forbearance at switch-over time (Lucie too!).  Our membership is around the 390 mark…
 
Finances

Come to the AGM to dig into the detail, but know that we continue to aim for a no-profit position.  Any excess we make will be invested in website and branding improvement. We continue to support the MRBA through our annual donation and Summer Party raffle. Thanks always to Mark Lyons for being our brilliant Treasurer. You can look at our Accounts 2022-3 here (you need to be logged in)
 
Egroup

This continues to be a star that shines bright for us, and is so ably moderated by Arthur Fletcher and Teresa Hadfield.

And over to you

Most importantly thank you to everyone who is a member – for making the ICG such a vibrant, generous organisation run by its members – the level of volunteering is what keeps us so active. 

On this note, Phil Gray will be stepping down from the committee at the AGM so we have a vacancy for the Membership role. Please step forward if you're interested in finding out more. This is a really important and fulfilling role and you'll be supported by Lucie throughout. 

If you're not willing to join the committee, however, but want to help us out, we'd also love to hear from you!
 
Let’s also give a massive shout-out to Lucie Wernicke our Manager. Simply wonderful. Thank you Lucie.
 
PLEASE DO JOIN US AT THE AGM – HEAR FROM JANE FROST, MEET THE COMMITTEE, HAVE YOUR SAY: REGISTER NOW
 
 Kath Rhodes and Karen Elton - ICG Co-Chairs 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
